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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of the Claims 

1. Claims 25-39 are presented for examination. Applicant filed Request for 
Continued Examination on 07/31/2009 canceling claims 1-24; and adding 
new claims 25-39. In light of Applicant's amendments, new grounds of 
rejection are established in the instant Office action for claims 25-39. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Examiner has carefully considered Applicant's arguments with respect to 
claims 25-39, but they are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 
102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

(b) A person shall be entitled to a patent unless the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 25-33, 36, and 39, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pollalis (5,016,170). 

As to claims 25 and 39, Pollalis shows storage means storing data 
(Pollalis: col. 4, lines 43-48) including a full period planned amount 
(Pollalis: col. 4, lines 55-57), a project planned amount for each of at least 
one project (Pollalis: col. 4, lines 51-54), and a project actual amount for 
each of said at least one project at selectable times in a report period 
(Pollalis: Fig. 4); presentation means presenting a graphical represen- 
tation of said data (Pollalis: Fig. 4), said graphical representation of data 
including: a report period graphic representing a report period timeline 
(Pollalis: Fig. 4); a period to date planned line alignable with a selected 
time on said report period graphic (Pollalis: col. 7, lines 59-68, Fig. 11); a 
project planned line for each of said at least one project juxtaposed with 
said report period graphic, said project planned line including a period to 
date actual bar graph having a length indicating a time to which said 
project actual amount is planned relative to said report period graphic 
(Pollalis: Fig. 4). 

As to claim 26, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows said bar graph length indicating a time to which said project actual 
amount is planned relative to said report period graphic is equal to said 
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project actual amount divided by said project planned amount for a 
corresponding project multiplied by a length of said report period graphic 
(Pollalis: Fig. 4). 

As to claim 27, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows that said period to date planned line intersects said project planned 
line(s) (Pollalis: Fig. 11). 

As to claim 28, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows a total period to date bar graph juxtaposed with said report period 
graphic, said total period to date bar graph having a length indicating a 
time to which said a total period to date amount is planned relative to said 
report period graphic, said total period to date amount being a sum of said 
project actual amounts (Pollalis: Fig. 4). 

As to claim 29, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 28. Pollalis also 
shows said total period to date bar graph length indicating a time to which 
said total period to date amount is planned relative to said report period 
graphic is equal to said total period to date amount divided by said full 
period planned amount multiplied by a length of said report period graphic 
(Pollalis: Fig. 4). 
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As to claim 30, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows that said project planned line(s) include a full period bar graph 
having a height in proportion to an amount allocated to a corresponding 
project (Pollalis: col. 3, lines 35-38; and Fig. 4); and said system further 
comprising manipulation means allowing a user to change said amount by 
changing said height (Pollalis: col. 7, lines 59-68; and col. 8, lines 1-10). 

As to claim 31, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows an icon associated with said planned line, said icon indicating a 
project to which said plan is applied (Pollalis: Fig. 4). 

As to claim 32, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows that said report period graphic includes a post report period graphic 
indicating a time beyond said report period (Pollalis: Fig. 4; and Fig. 23). 

As to claim 33, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows that said project planned line further comprises a variance indicator 
bar graph scaled relative to variance between said project actual amount 
and said a project planned amount at a selected time in said period 
(Pollalis: col. 9, lines 29-33; and Fig. 23). 
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As to claim 36, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows computer means for transferring at least one of said project 
planned lines from an existing report to a new report (Pollalis: col. 9, lines 
29-33; and Fig. 11). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in § 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pollalis in view of Johnston (6,404,444 B1). 

As to claim 34, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis does 
not show that said graphical representation of data further includes a liquid 
tank graphic having a liquid level representing an unspent grant amount 
and target line indicating a grant amount spent to date. Johnston shows 
that said graphical representation of data further includes a liquid tank 
graphic having a liquid level representing an unspent grant amount and 
target line indicating a grant amount spent to date (Johnston: col. 6, lines 
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43-57; and Fig. 5A-B). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to have modified the system of 
Pollalis by said graphical representation of data further including a liquid 
tank graphic having a liquid level representing an unspent grant amount 
and target line indicating a grant amount spent to date of Johnston in 
order to provide a mechanism to display the total sum of resources in the 
system (Johnston: col. 4, lines 27-29). 

7. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pollalis in view of Powell (5,291 ,397). 

As to claim 35, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis does 
not show means for creating a budget plan including said flail period 
planned amount, said project planned amount for each of at least one 
project, and said project actual amount for each of said at least one 
project at selectable times in a report period. Powell shows means for 
creating a budget plan including said flail period planned amount, said 
project planned amount for each of at least one project, and said project 
actual amount for each of said at least one project at selectable times in a 
report period (Powell: col. 9, lines 55-60; and col. 10, lines 1-11). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified the system of Pollalis by means for creating a 
budget plan including said flail period planned amount, said project 
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planned amount for each of at least one project, and said project actual 
amount for each of said at least one project at selectable times in a report 
period of Powell in order to provide a control system for producing a 
product (Powell: col. 1, lines 63-64). 

8. Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pollalis in view of Trcka (6,453,345 B2). 

As to claim 37, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis does 
not show that said graphical representation further comprises a graphical 
alert displayed when a combined project planned amounts exceed a grant 
amount. Trcka shows that said graphical representation further comprises 
a graphical alert displayed when a combined project planned amounts 
exceed a grant amount (Trcka: col. 17, lines 29-36). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
have modified the system of Pollalis by said graphical representation 
further comprising a graphical alert displayed when a combined project 
planned amounts exceed a grant amount of Trcka in order to detect 
against data-compromising events (Trcka: col. 1, lines 13-15). 

9. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pollalis in view of Chrisman (2003/0069782 A1 ). 
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As to claim 38, Pollalis shows all the elements of claim 25. Pollalis also 
shows automatically changing said project planned line in response to 
changing of data (Pollalis: col. 10, lines 4-10). Pollalis does not show 
moving a graphic representing an invoice. Chrisman shows moving a 
graphic representing an invoice (Chrisman: page 9, U 123; where "moving 
a graphic representing an invoice" is changing of data). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have modified the system of Pollalis by moving a graphic representing 
an invoice of Chrisman in order to estimate, schedule and track labor 
required for the task (Chrisman: page 1 , 1f 1 1 ). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Cimral (7,158,940 B2) discloses method and apparatus for facilitating 
management of information technology investment. 

Pena-Mora (7,349,863 B1) discloses dynamic planning method and 
system. 
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Tervonen (7,302,401 B1) discloses data management mechanism for 
project planning. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to VIRPI H. KANERVO whose telephone 
number is 571-272-9818. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., EST. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Alexander G. Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



Virpi H. Kanervo 

/Alexander Kalinowski/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



